Pain in children who have life-limiting conditions.
Children and adolescents who have life-limiting conditions are vulnerableto acute and chronic pain problems. Many compounding and complicatingfactors often need to be explored in this setting. Barriers to effective painmanagement include poor assessment and measurement of pain anda lack of specialist knowledge. Fears regarding the use of opioids and theirassociation with the end of life must be addressed openly and with clarity.Day-to-day management should include continual appraisal of pain issuesif quality of life is to be maximized. Pain is a complicated phenomenon. The impact of pain and the compli-cated dynamic of suffering in children and young people who have life-lim-iting conditions must not be underestimated. The clinician must be vigilantand take responsibility for all aspects of pain management in these patients.